
 

 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance 
Department of Finance Canada 
90 Elgin Street 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0G5 

Minister of Middle Class Prosperity and Associate Minister of Finance 
Department of Finance Canada 
90 Elgin Street 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0G5 

 

The Centre for Equality Rights in Accommodation (“CERA”) is a not-for-profit charitable organization that 

has been working to advance the right to housing for over 30 years. We do this by providing services to 

individuals who are facing eviction or a human rights violation in their housing, by delivering public 

education and capacity-building on housing rights and the right to housing, and by working to advance 

rights-based housing policy to address the issues facing individuals at a more systemic level. 

We are writing to urge this Government to allocate funding for rental households who face the loss of 

their housing through eviction due to income loss and the accumulation of rental arrears. We are also 

urging this Government to enact a program designed to acquire and preserve existing affordable rental 

housing.  

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR TENANTS FACING RENTAL ARREARS AND LOSS-OF-INCOME 

The National Housing Strategy Act (NHSA) commits the Government of Canada to proactively engage 

and address systemic housing-related issues and violations of the right to adequate housing. The 

ongoing arrears and evictions crisis facing low-income tenants, particularly women and members of 

vulnerable groups, is a systemic issue resulting in widespread violations of the right to housing. As such, 

immediate and meaningful action on behalf of the Government of Canada is required to address the 

ongoing eviction crisis that has been made worse by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The COVID-19 pandemic, and the resulting widespread job loss, has wreaked havoc on renter’s ability to 

pay rent and remain housed. This is especially alarming given that, pre-pandemic, forty-six (46) percent 

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/N-11.2/FullText.html


of tenants in Canada did not have enough money to pay their next month’s rent without remaining 

employed.1 We know that income loss and job losses have been disproportionately experienced by 

women and lower income workers who predominantly rely on rental housing.2  Widespread job loss has 

led to an increase in the number of renter households unable to fully pay their monthly rents or able to 

do so only by accumulating large debts, often at high interest rates, in order to remain housed.  

We also know that the impacts of eviction and housing insecurity have fallen disproportionately on low-

income and equity seeking groups. Black and Indigenous People are nearly three (3) times more likely 

than the overall population to report difficulty making rent payments, which places them at an 

increased risk of eviction.3 Urban Indigenous Peoples are eight (8) times more likely to experience 

homelessness.4 Thirty-one (31) percent of persons with disabilities experienced decreased household 

income due to the pandemic, which places them at an increased risk of eviction.5 The number of tenants 

from these groups in arrears and facing eviction has reached a crisis level, as many were already paying 

unaffordable rents in cities and towns across the country before the pandemic began. 

CERA has recently partnered with the National Right to Housing Network to propose a rights-based 

approach, consistent with the NHSA, to addressing the arrears and evictions crisis across Canada.6 We 

are urging this Government to allocate immediate, targeted funding in the upcoming budget for 

direct financial assistance, in the form of a Federal Residential Tenant Support Benefit, for tenants facing 

difficulty paying their rent, rental arrears and eviction.7 This financial assistance should be allocated in a 

manner that ensures this funding provides relief to tenants who have accrued rental arrears or who are 

having difficulty paying their rent due to a loss of income resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Tenants who have experienced or will experience a reduction of household employment income due to 

the pandemic should be eligible to receive financial assistance that can be used to pay ongoing rent, 

 
1 https://www.thestar.com/politics/political-opinion/2020/03/23/covid-19-is-squeezing-renters-its-time-for-
ottawa-to-step-up.html 
2 http://www.anovafuture.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Full-Report.pdf  
3 https://journals.library.ualberta.ca/aps/index.php/aps/article/view/19006/pdf  
4 Ibid. 
5 https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/200827/dq200827c-eng.htm  
6 https://www.equalityrights.org/reports/rights-based-proposal-to-address-arrears-and-evictions-
crisis?utm_source=email&utm_medium=cera&utm_campaign=federal-tenant-support-
benefit&utm_content=submission  
7Centre for Equality Rights in Accommodation & National Right to Housing Network. Addressing the Evictions and 
Arrears Crisis: A Proposal for a Federal Government Residential Tenant Support Benefit. Feb 2021. Available online: 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e3aed3ea511ae64f3150214/t/602da6be9e9bcf7b7fedbebf/16136047150
82/Addressing+the+Evictions+and+Arrears+Crisis+-+CERA+%2B+NRHN+%282021%29.pdf  
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erase rental arrears debt, and prevent eviction, ensuring that they can remain in their homes during the 

global pandemic. Without further, prompt intervention from the government, vulnerable Canadians will 

continue to experience eviction and housing insecurity. We are urging this Government to allocate and 

immediately implement funding for the above proposal. 

A COMMUNITY-BASED AFFORDABLE RENTAL HOUSING ACQUISITION PROGRAM 

The fundamental guiding principle of the NHSA is the recognition that adequate housing is a human 

right. The progressive realization of the right to housing requires this Government to take steps to 

prevent the ongoing loss of existing affordable rental housing, especially where this existing housing is 

acquired by actors who seek to financialize housing and extract profit. We are concerned that the 

current National Housing Strategy funding priorities are missing initiatives aimed at preserving Canada’s 

existing, and rapidly disappearing8, affordable rental housing. Given the degree to which equity-seeking 

groups rely on rental housing for access to affordable housing, even a small percentage drop in the 

number of affordable rental units that remain affordable throughout a tenancy and on the broader 

housing market, could displace thousands of tenants and send them into an inaccessible and 

unaffordable housing market and place them at risk of experiencing homelessness.  

While we applaud this Government’s recently announced Rapid Housing Initiative (RHI), and fully 

support the goal of creating 3,000 homes for homeless individuals, we urge this Government to consider 

expanding the reach of the RHI and create a program aimed at community-based acquisition of existing 

affordable rental housing.  

Acquiring existing affordable rental housing is very cost-effective and significantly less expensive than 

building new affordable housing.  It also has the benefit of supporting this Government’s commitment 

to preventing and ending homelessness. Placing existing affordable rental housing into the hands of 

experienced non-profit housing providers and keeping it out of the hands of those who seek to profit 

from financialized housing, will also further signal that this Government is serious about ensuring 

housing remains a human right and not simply an asset for the wealthy and privileged to profit from.  

NOW IS THE TIME TO TAKE ACTION TO ENSURE CANADIANS REMAIN HOUSED 

The COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated the impacts of inadequate housing and housing insecurity and 

we know these impacts have fallen disproportionately on low-income and equity seeking groups.  The 

 
8 https://www.focus-consult.com/why-canada-needs-a-non-market-rental-acquisition-strategy/  
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lack of access to adequate and affordable housing and the scale of evictions pushing people into 

homelessness have reached critical status. Immediate funding must be allocated by this Government to 

ensure an immediate response to these issues for the duration of the pandemic. This funding can take 

the form of financial assistance for rental households facing arrears and ongoing financial support in the 

form of rental assistance for households facing income loss. This Government must also have an eye to 

the post-pandemic period and ensure that the current stock of affordable rental housing remains 

affordable and outside of control from actors who seek to profit from the financialization of 

housing. Now, more than ever, is the time to ensure all Canadians can exercise their right to adequate 

housing.   

Thank you, 

On behalf of the Centre for Equality Rights in Accommodation 


