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My name is Alyssa Brierley and I’m the Executive Director of CERA, the Centre for Equality 
Rights in Accommodation. Thank you for the opportunity to speak. I’m here with my esteemed 
colleagues this morning to warn anyone who will listen that the mass homelessness and 
displacement that will result from Bill 184 could be the largest human rights crisis that this 
province will ever face.  
 
Since March, over 2 million Ontarians have lost their jobs or most of their income. Those hit 
hardest have been low-income workers, with half of those earning less than $16 an hour losing 
all or most of their income. These people are renters – over half of Ontario’s renters are low-
income workers. 
 
Many years ago, Ontario enacted important legislative protections to ensure that no one lost 
their home without due process of the law. Bill 184 claws back these important protections and 
will allow landlords to evict their tenants without a hearing when they find themselves in 
financial difficulties through no fault of their own.    
 
At CERA, we have helped many tenants over the years who find themselves in these 
circumstances stay housed, by using the important procedural protections that Bill 184 would 
remove. This includes single parents whose partner leaves them or stops making support 
payments, workers who lose their jobs unexpectedly, and seniors whose government benefits 
are adjusted.  
  
These are just a few examples of people who will no longer have a right to a hearing to try to 
keep their home when their financial situation changes through no fault of their own.   
Additional procedural changes contained in the bill will prevent tenants from bringing their own 
arguments forward during eviction hearings without providing advance notice. This will also be 
devastating for tenants. Upwards of 97% of tenants do not have legal representation 
and because of that, they are simply not going to know about this requirement.  In many cases, 
they will be unable to adequately defend themselves against eviction.  
 
The most vulnerable individuals and families will simply become homeless because when they 
lose their homes; they will not be able to afford the current market rent. They will  
couchsurf. They will stay with family and friends as long as they can. But ultimately in 
many cases, they will move into shelter systems in the province that are already bursting at the 



seams, or sleep on our streets. This is unconscionable and it is entirely preventable. Everyone 
who stands to lose their home deserves their day in court to try to prevent that from 
happening.  
 
Worst of all, these impacts will disproportionately accrue to marginalized Ontarians – 
individuals who are low income, racialized, newcomers, seniors and persons with 
disabilities. And it will happen after the worst public health crisis and economic downturn in 
historical memory. I can’t think of anything more mean-spirited and un-Canadian than kicking 
someone when they’re down. We are a country that believes in supporting our most 
vulnerable. We are a country that believes in the rule of law and the due process that the 
law provides. And we are a country where human rights matter.  
 
Bill 184 ignores those important Canadian values. If the government proceeds as it plans to, it 
should expect to preside over the largest mass eviction in Canadian history, rendering 
thousands of people homeless and displaced. I urge the Premier and provincial government to 
reconsider these provisions of Bill 184 and instead focus on strengthening protections for 
tenants in Ontario at a time when they are needed more than ever.  
  
 


